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new report says

ROME/NEW YORK - Populations across the Gaza Strip are at risk of famine
as fighting has surged again, border crossings are still closed, and food is
dangerously scarce. Hunger and malnutrition have intensified sharply since
all aid was blocked from entering on 2 March, reversing the clear
humanitarian gains seen during the ceasefire earlier this year.

According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) snapshot
released today, 470,000 people in Gaza are facing catastrophic hunger (IPC
Phase 5), and the entire population is experiencing acute food insecurity. The
report also projects an alarming 71,000 children and more than 17,000 mothers
will need urgent treatment for acute malnutrition. At the beginning of 2025,
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caccutive Director Cindy McCain. “It's imperative that the international
community acts urgently to get aid flowing into Gaza again. If we wait until after
a famine is confirmed, it will already be too late for many people.”

The IPC snapshot for Gaza projects that renewed military operations, the
ongoing complete blockade, and the critical lack of supplies needed for survival
could push food insecurity, acute malnutrition and mortality levels past the
famine thresholds in the coming months.

The vast majority of children in Gaza are facing extreme food deprivation as
confirmed by 17 UN agencies and NGOs in the IPC report. Coupled with the
severely limited access to health services and critical shortages of clean water
and sanitation, rapid increases in acute malnutrition are expected in North Gaza,
Gaza and Rafah governorates.

“The risk of famine does not arrive suddenly. It unfolds in places where access to
food is blocked, where health systems are decimated, and where children are
left without the bare minimum to survive. Hunger and acute malnutrition are a
daily reality for children across the Gaza Strip,” said UNICEF Executive Director
Catherine Russell. “We have repeatedly warned of this trajectory and call again
on all parties to prevent a catastrophe.”

Border crossings into Gaza have been closed for over two months - the longest
the population has ever faced - causing food prices in markets to spike to
astronomical levels, putting what little food is available out of reach for most
families.

At the same time, more than 116,000 metric tons of food assistance - enough to
feed one million people for up to four months - is already positioned in aid
corridors, ready to be brought in. Hundreds of pallets of lifesaving nutrition
treatments are also prepositioned for entry. United Nations agencies stand
ready to work with all stakeholders and food security partners to bring in these
food and nutrition supplies and distribute it as soon as borders reopen for
principled aid delivery.
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—- April. AImost a month earlier, all 25 WFP-supported bakeries closed as wheat
flour and cooking fuel ran out. The same week, WFP food parcels for families -
with two weeks of food rations - were exhausted. UNICEF continues to deliver
water and critical nutrition services but its stocks for preventing malnutrition
have run out and supplies for the therapeutic treatment of acute malnutrition
are critically low.

UNICEF and WFP urge all parties to prioritize the needs of civilians and allow aid
to enter Gaza immediately and uphold their obligations under international
humanitarian law.

Note to Editors:
For more information on IPC system, please check here

For more information about the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification
scales

Read the IPC Snapshot Report here

Photos available here

Download broadcast quality video here

For interviews please contact WFP.Media@wfp.org

# # #

The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian
organization, saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a
pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate change.

Follow us on X, formerly Twitter, via @wfp_media
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more information please contact
Abeer Etefa, WFP/ Cairo, Mob. +20 106 666 34532
Vigno Hounkanli, WFP/ Jerusalem, Mob. +972 545 232 464
Martin Penner, WFP/ Rome, Mob. +39 345 614 2074
Martin Rentsch, WFP/Berlin, Mob +49 160 99 26 17 30
Shaza Moghraby, WFP/New York, Mob. +1 929 289 9867
Rene McGuffin, WFP/ Washington Mob. +1 771 245 4268

Nina Valente, WFP/ London, Mob. +44 (0)796 8008 474

Related news releases

16 May 2025

Acute food insecurity and malnutrition rose for sixth consecutive year in world's
most fragile regions

25 April 2025
WFP runs out of food stocks in Gaza as border crossings remain closed

28 March 2025

Tens of millions at risk of extreme hunger and starvation as
unprecedented funding crisis spirals
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